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PROGRAM

WELCOME

Turkessa Baldridge
Director of Programs & Engagement

Marygrove Conservancy

INTRODUCTION OF
PERCIVAL EVERETT

Nandi Comer
Former Poet Laureate of Michigan

BAUDER LECTURE

Percival Everett
Winner of the 2024 National Book Award for Fiction

Distinguished Professor of English
University of Southern California

AUDIENCE QUESTIONS

BOOK SIGNING & RECEPTION




The winner of over a dozen major
awards, Percival Everett is the author
of 24 novels, including Erasure, the
basis for the award-winning film
American Fiction. His most recent
novel, James, reinterprets Mark
Twain's The Adventures of
Huckleberry Finn from the perspective
of the enslaved runaway Jim. James
was shortlisted for the 2024 Booker
Prize and on November 20, 2024,
received the National Book Award for
Fiction. Everett has also written highly
regarded short fiction and poetry.
Among his recent novels are Dr. No,
which received the 2023 PEN/Jean Stein Book Award; The Trees, a
finalist for the Booker Prize; and Telephone, a finalist for the Pulitzer
Prize. Percival Everett was born in Georgia, raised in South Carolina, and
educated at the University of Miami and Brown University. He is now
Distinguished Professor of English at the University of Southern
California.

ABOUT THE MARYGROVE CONSERVANCY

Established in 2018, the Marygrove Conservancy is a
nonprofit organization that manages operations and
stewards the 53-acre Marygrove College campus in
northwest Detroit as a resource for high-quality uses in
the community. Partnering organizations offering
educational programs are tenants of the Conservancy,
which also supports award-winning community
engagement and legacy programs. Website:
WWW.marygroveconservancy.org




ABOUT THE CONTEMPORARY AMERICAN AUTHORS

LECTURE SERIES (CAALS)

Established in 1989, CAALS brings a notable African American author to
the Marygrove Conservancy campus each April. Over 10,000 people have
attended the free Friday night public lectures; thousands more have
attended via streaming on PBS Detroit. Thousands of Detroit area high
school and college students and Detroit community members have studied
the authors’ works and attended sessions with guest authors in the series.
Learn more about the history of the series and previous guest authors:
https://bit.ly/MG-CAALS-INFO

FRIENDS OF CAALS

Through the generous support of the Lillian and Don Bauder Endowment,
the Michigan Arts and Culture Council, The Kresge Foundation, Michigan
Humanities Council, and donations from the Detroit community and
Marygrove College alumni, the series has remained free and open to the
metropolitan Detroit community. We appreciate all levels of support,
please consider joining the Friends of CAALS by donating to the series. To
donate, visit the link or scan the QR Code. https://bit.ly/Support-CAALS
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